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At a news conference in Miami on March 7, Adolfo Calero and Aristides Sanchez said the entire
seven-member contra directorate and 15 representatives of Nicaraguan domestic opposition groups
met with Venezuelan President Carlos Andres Perez in Caracas on March 4. The contra leaders
said they had requested Perez's assistance in establishing a formula to guarantee fair elections
in Nicaragua next year. Calero and Sanchez had already sent a delegation of Venezuelan experts
to Managua to study Nicaragua's election system. Both said they expect the delegation to define
necessary changes to ensure fair elections. On March 6, Nicaraguan newspaper El Nuevo Diario
and Mexican news service Notimex reported that a delegation from Venezuela's Supreme Electoral
Council had arrived in Managua to review local election regulations and was expected to complete
its work in about five days. During his first term as president (1974-1979), Perez played an important
role in furnishing weapons and other support toward overthrowing the Somoza dictatorship in
Nicaragua. Calero and Sanchez said they will oppose any plan that calls for their bases in Honduras
to be dismantled before the elections are held. (Basic data from Notimex, 03/06/89; New York Times,
03/08/89)
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